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Social action has made me realise how much I have to be 
grateful for. I’ve had the luxury of experiencing so many 
wonderful opportunities in my life, and I’m determined to 
use those opportunities now to help others who aren’t as 
fortunate. 

For me, social action started when I became involved in the 
Send My Friend to School campaign. This UK coalition works 
with different charities and NGOs to help ensure a quality 
education for all children. Around the world, 262 million 
children don’t receive an education and many of those that 
are in school aren’t actually learning.

It was a tough interview and application process, but my 
friend and I were selected to take part in the campaign. We 
went to London to the Houses of Parliament to encourage 
MPs to pledge their support, and had the chance to 
interview representatives of the International Development 
Committee as well as Harriet Baldwin, the Minister of State 

for the Department of International Development.

We’ve got lots of activities planned to raise awareness of 
Send My Friend to School. I’ve discussed the campaign 
with children from Year 8 to Year 11, and have given a 
presentation to our Board of Governors to encourage them to 
make a whole-school commitment to the cause.

The environment is another issue that’s close to my heart. A 
group of us from our school Eco Club created a video to get 
our message across about the devastating impact of plastic 
on our planet. Featuring ‘Lady Garbage’ singing her new 
song ‘Can you break up with plastic?’, it won us third place in 
a Young Reporters for the Environment competition.

Social action has pushed me to do more, achieve more and 
speak out against inequality and injustice. And that’s what 
I’m going to keep on doing.

ORGANISATIONS I’VE WORKED WITH
SEND MY FRIEND TO SCHOOL, ST DOMINIC’S GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

DANIELLE ALERIA 

“Social action helps young 
people represent the millions 
of people in the world who 
don’t have a voice, so we can 
raise awareness and fight 
injustice.”

CHARACTER STRENGTHS  
LEADERSHIP, CONFIDENCE, COMMUNICATION, COMMUNITY AWARENESS, SOCIAL JUSTICE


