
AGE: 17 years old FROM: England - West Midlands

When I was 12, I was the victim of a terrorist attack by the 
Taliban at my school in Pakistan. I was shot six times in 
the face, and in my hand and leg, and spent two years in 
hospital.

I came to the UK for specialist medical care and it was when 
I was living in Birmingham that I began to recognise the 
impact my story could have on others. I started giving talks 
to schoolchildren about what happened to me in Pakistan, 
highlighting the importance of education and the dangers of 
becoming radicalised. 

Aged 16, I stood as Birmingham’s representative for the UK 
Youth Parliament, and was elected. This role enabled me to 
speak up about issues that affect young people, including 
drugs, criminal gangs and knife crime. I am now a member 
of Birmingham Aspiring Youth Foundation, and i also 
campaign on the right to education.

I give motivational speeches about my experiences in schools 
and universities. I’ve written articles for the BBC and Global 

Village magazine, and have been interviewed by the BBC. 
Thanks to my passion for cricket, I’ve also spoken on Test 
Match Special and appeared in Wisden magazine. 

Through my campaigning work, I’ve met the president of 
Pakistan, British MPs and members of the Royal Airforce. On 
every occasion, I share my message of peace.

Before this terrible incident in Pakistan I wanted to live for 
myself; now, I want to live for others.

I want to spread my message on a global level and help 
children around the world who are suffering and don’t have 
the same educational opportunities as I do. I want to fight 
for their rights and speak up on their behalf. 

As I said in my manifesto, “I will be your voice and you will be 
my strength.”

ORGANISATIONS I’VE WORKED WITH
UK YOUTH PARLIAMENT, BIRMINGHAM ASPIRING YOUTH FOUNDATION

WALEED KHAN

“We have a responsibility 
to use our privileges and 
opportunities to help make 
the world a better place.”

CHARACTER STRENGTHS  
LEADERSHIP, RESILIENCE, PERSEVERANCE AND DETERMINATION, COMPASSION, EMPATHY, GRATITUDE


