
AGE: 16 years old FROM: England - East Midlands

When I was 11, I started volunteering at The Greenway 
Centre, which offers a safe environment for young people 
who might otherwise be involved in drugs and other 
criminal activity. My work at the centre ranged from setting 
up activities and cleaning to operating the recording booth 
on youth club nights.

In 2016, I joined the Nottingham Academy School Council, 
where I started promoting Gay Pride Month. Two years 
later, I proposed an event to promote LGBTQ awareness and 
acceptance. My tutor and I worked on the proposal and 
involved Year 10 pupils so they could add their views and be 
part of the campaign.

The event kicked off in July 2018, with celebrations 
of diversity as well as educational sessions on Sexual 
Orientation, Anti-LGBTQ abuse, Gender Reassignment, Pride 
and LGBTQ Rights. The programme included a talk by Alice, a 
transgender speaker, on the science behind transgenderism.

This event led to me becoming part of the newly-formed 
Pupil Parliament, which helps to make pupils’ voices heard. 

I took on the role of Environmental Minister and started 
building links between Nottingham City Council and 
Nottingham Academy. 

Together with a local artist, Penny Arnold, I initiated art 
projects to teach primary school kids from Nottingham 
Academy about the importance of recycling. 

In 2019, I launched my ‘Environmentally Smart Project’ 
which aims to lower the environmental impact that local 
schools and businesses have on the environment.

I’m currently developing a new ‘Standing Together’ 
programme that builds on last year’s LGBTQ event. This 
year, I’m working with Stonewall and we’re broadening our 
message to include race, sex and religious beliefs.

I’m proud of what I’ve achieved so far, and am convinced that 
social action will continue to create new opportunities for 
me to campaign for change and for young people’s rights.

ORGANISATIONS I’VE WORKED WITH
NOTTINGHAM ACADEMY, GREENWOOD CAMPUS., NOTTINGHAMSHIRE PRIDE, THE AVENUES CAFE, PIC ME UP (PENNY ARNOLD), THE GREENWAY CENTRE, SEND 
PROJECT, STONEWALL UK, GREENWOOD ACADEMIES TRUST, TRACY’S STREET KITCHEN, NOTTINGHAM ACADEMY PRIMARY, NOTTINGHAM CITY COUNCIL (DALES 
WARD), NOTTINGHAM UNIVERSITY ACADEMY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (NUAST).

NATHANIEL MCLAUGHLIN

“Social action has shown me 
that anyone, no matter their 
age, race or sexual orientation, 
can change the world for the 
better. All it takes is vision and 
determination.”

CHARACTER STRENGTHS  
LEADERSHIP, CONFIDENCE, COMMUNICATION, OPEN MINDEDNESS, RESILIENCE, PERSEVERANCE AND DETERMINATION


