
AGE: 10 years old FROM: England - Greater London 

When I was nine, I asked my friends not to give me birthday 
presents, but to donate money to a local children’s hospice 
instead.

I had this idea after my parents organised a charity 
fundraising dinner.

My mother’s family are Palestinian and live in Gaza. When 
the area where her family live was bombed, it was terrible. 
Every day we saw news of children and families being 
injured and killed in their homes. My mother was very 
worried about my grandma, my uncle, aunties and my 
cousins in Gaza.

We went on a demonstration in London against the 
bombings and my mother carried me on her shoulders 
because she didn’t want me to get lost in the crowds. I saw 
hundreds and hundreds of people getting together and 
chanting, and I chanted as well.

Afterwards, my parents organised a fundraising dinner 

to support MAP, a charity that provides medical aid to 
Palestinians. My parents invited lots of my British family 
from my father’s side and friends from here in London. Lots 
of kids came with their parents, too.

It was a fun evening with great delicious Palestinian food. 
My parents gave all the money they raised to the charity.

After that, I asked my mother what I could do to help. She 
said that charity begins at home and asked if I’d like to do 
something to help local children. When she told me about 
the Shooting Star Children’s Hospice in our area, I decided 
to ask for donations instead of presents for my birthday. 
Altogether, I collected £180 for the hospice.

It was a great feeling to make a difference and now I want to 
do more to help young people in my area. I have a personal 
goal of fundraising for Shooting Star Children’s Hospice & 
volunteering to help local kids reading. 

ORGANISATIONS I’VE WORKED WITH
SHOOTING STAR CHILDREN’S HOSPICE

GIBRAN KHAN

“Children are part of the 
community and we feel really 
strongly about the things we 
want to change. Adults need 
to listen to us so they know 
what we care about.”

CHARACTER STRENGTHS  
COMMUNICATION, COMMUNITY AWARENESS, GRATITUDE, CITIZENSHIP, SOCIAL JUSTICE


