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What is the #iwill campaign?
All young people should be
supported and empowered to be
active citizens. That's why the #iwill
campaign, made up of 1,000+ partner
organisations, aims to make
participation in social action the
norm for young people aged 10 to 20.

Too often society fails to listen
to young people’s views and
recognise their ability to make
a positive difference. That’s
particularly the case for young
people from low-income
communities.

Social action includes activities like
volunteering, mentoring, peer
education, campaigning, involvement
in a school or youth parliament, and
fundraising.

The campaign was launched in
November 2013 by HRH The
Prince of Wales and the leaders
of the three main political
parties. It followed an
independent review into what
different sectors could do to get
more young people to participate
in social action.

Young people aren’t just the
leaders of tomorrow. They have the
energy, skills and ideas to change
society and the environment for the
better today.

What is Volunteers’ Week?
Led by NCVO, Volunteers’ Week
is an opportunity to thank
volunteers for the fantastic
contribution they make.
During the week, hundreds of
events and celebrations take
place across the country, saying
thank you to volunteers and
recognising the invaluable and
diverse contribution they make
to UK society.
As an #iwill partner, NCVO
supports the #iwill campaign in
celebrating the achievements of
young people on one special day
during Volunteers’ Week.

Let’s celebrate young people on
5th June
This year, there are different themes
for every day of Volunteers’ Week.
Including, of course, the celebration
of young volunteers on Wednesday
5th June.
#iwill is joining in by celebrating the
Power of Youth. Here, we share some
ideas for how you can shine a spotlight
on your young volunteers on 5th June.
You can also find some fantastic
resources on the Volunteers' Week
website, including promotional posters
and certificates for your volunteers.

#PowerOfYouth
Celebrate young people taking action on
5th June
As an #iwill partner, you already
appreciate the amazing contribution that
young people can make in an organisation.
Join with us on Wednesday 5th June to
celebrate the Power of Youth during
Volunteers’ Week.
This is your chance to put young people in
the spotlight, to thank them for all their
hard work and to let their voices be heard.

Deepen the understanding of
youth social action
As well as challenging other
organisations to take on young
volunteers, this is also an
opportunity to help others
understand why you are:
●

●
●

●

It’s also the perfect opportunity to let
everyone know how your business benefits
from youth social action - and to
encourage other organisations to follow
your lead.

●

●

Increasing the numbers of
opportunities available to young
people
Including under 14s
Including young people from
lower socio-economic
backgrounds
Amplifying young people’s voices
on the issues they care about
Including young people in
leadership and in the
decision-making process
Increasing the quality of
opportunities available.

Actions to Take (1)
Takeovers
Why not invite young volunteers
from your organisation to run your
social media for the day? They can
tell their volunteer story, post short
videos and pictures from their
volunteering activities, and invite
your followers to ask them
questions. This is particularly
successful on Twitter or through
Instagram’s ‘Story’ function. Read
our 5 Tips for a Youth-led Takeover.
Post photographs and infographics
Share photos of young people
volunteering with your organisation.
Infographics with text, quotes or
statistics can be really effective. If
this option appeals to you, tools like
Canva can be a great resource.

Update or share your pledge
Find your pledge here, and share it
on social media. If you made your
pledge a while ago, reflect on
what you have achieved since
pledging and what you aim to do
next. If you would like to update
your pledge in honour of the
#PowerOfYouth, send us your new
pledge here.

Create films
Ask your young volunteers, volunteer managers
or senior leaders to talk about the
#PowerOfYouth and what your organisation is
doing to support young people. Try to balance
young people’s voices and those of decision
makers in your organisation. Films under 60
seconds are best, as they can be used across
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Read our 5 Tips for a Vlog.

Actions to Take (2)
Write a blog

Hold an event

Invite young volunteers to share their
thoughts on:

Visit the Volunteers’ Week website and
download a great range of resources,
including:
●
Holding an event
●
Sharing a press release
●
Inviting an MP

● What volunteering means to them
● The difference they’re making
● Why it’s important for all young people to
get the chance to volunteer
● Why we should listen to the voices of
young people.
Or write a blog from your organisation’s
perspective on:
● The impact young volunteers are making
in your organisation
● How you’ve embedded volunteering into
your organisation
● How you’re celebrating and championing
young volunteers in your organisation.
Read our 5 Tips for a Blog.

If you choose to use the Volunteers’ Week
Press Release or MP invite, please add the
following text:

“On June 5th, the #iwill campaign, which
aims to make participation in social action
the norm for young people aged 10 to 20,
is championing the Power of Youth. We are
celebrating the contribution of our young
volunteers by [...]
The #iwill campaign has found that 82% of
young people actively want to make the
world a better place, but that only 40% of
young people are taking part in meaningful
social action. The Power of Youth is
recognising the value of young volunteers
and challenging organisations to do more
to embed quality youth social action.”

Actions to Take|World Environment Day
Celebrate World Environment Day
The 5th June is also World
Environment Day!
As the recent youth climate strikes
have shown, young people care
passionately about the environment
and want to see action taken to
tackle current and future threats.
To coincide with the Government’s
plans to make 2019 a “Year of
Green Action”, this year the #iwill
campaign has launched
#iwill4nature: a partnership
between young people and
organisations to grow participation
in high quality environmental youth
social action.

How can you get involved?
● Share examples of young people
making positive contributions to
the environment
● Showcase how your organisation is
supporting environmental youth
social action
● Encourage more organisations
within your network to make an
#iwill4nature pledge
● In collaboration with The Big
Lunch and Pears Foundation,
we’ll be launching practical
resources to start conversations
with young people on what action
they can take for nature - so keep
an eye out!

Spread the Word
Longer text for newsletters, blogs or websites:
For your young volunteers

For your organisation

As a young volunteer, I know that
young people can make a huge
impact in our communities.

Young people aren’t just the leaders of
tomorrow. They have the energy, skills
and ideas to change society and the
environment for the better today.

We have the energy, skills and ideas
to change society for the better - but
we need support, recognition, and
more opportunities to be open to us.
Every year, thousands of people
across the UK celebrate Volunteers’
Week. On 5th June, I’m joining in to
share the Power of Youth.
I’m celebrating the work of other
amazing young volunteers, and asking
organisations to do even more to
make youth social action the norm
for all young people.

Young people must play a critical role
in addressing the key challenges our
country faces. We must support and
empower young people to be active
citizens, both now and in the future.
Every year, thousands of people across
the UK celebrate Volunteers’ Week. On
5th June, we’re joining in to share the
Power of Youth.
At [organisation] we believe that youth
social action should be the norm for all
young people, and are committed to
making that a reality.

Spread the Word: Social Media
For your organisation

For your young volunteers

We’ve pledged to the @iwill_campaign to mark our commitment
to #YouthSocialAction for ALL young people. [link to your #iwill
Pledge here] #PowerOfYouth #VolunteersWeek

82% of young people actively want to make the world a better
place (2018 National Youth Social Action Survey). What are you
doing to champion the #PowerOfYouth? #VolunteersWeek

We believe in the #PowerOfYouth. You should too. Go to
iwill.org.uk to find out more. #VolunteersWeek
#YouthSocialActionDay

Leaders of tomorrow? Young people are making a real impact
today. As a young volunteer, I’m celebrating the #PowerofYouth
in #VolunteersWeek.

82% of young people want to make the world a better place (2018
National Youth Social Action Survey). What are you doing to
champion the #PowerOfYouth? #VolunteersWeek

Too often, older generations and society ignore the impact that
young people can make. Our voices should be heard.
#PowerOfYouth #VolunteersWeek

The voices and contributions of young people from less wealthy
backgrounds aren’t valued as much as they should be. Let’s
change that. For #VolunteersWeek, celebrate the #PowerOfYouth

Fact: 60% of young people are making a difference through social
action. As a young volunteer, I make a difference in [topic or
issue]. Still think young people are lazy? #PowerOfYouth

Young people aren’t just the leaders of tomorrow, they can make
a real impact today. At [organisation name], we’re celebrating
our young volunteers in #VolunteersWeek. #PowerOfYouth.

Young people can make a huge difference in our communities but we need to be able to access opportunities. Will you make an
#iwill pledge today? #PowerOfYouth #VolunteersWeek

Society too often fails to listen to young people’s views and
recognise their ability to make a positive difference. Let’s
celebrate the #PowerOfYouth and champion #YouthSocialAction

I’m proud to volunteer with [organisation] to make a difference
on [topic or issues]. Young people have so much to offer. For
#VolunteersWeek I’m celebrating #PowerOfYouth.

We’re celebrating the #PowerOfYouth for #VolunteersWeek!
Young people aren’t just the leaders of tomorrow. They are
changing society for the better today.

Young people from the least wealthy backgrounds are far less
likely to volunteer than wealthier young people. What can you do
to make volunteering accessible for ALL young people?
#PowerOfYouth #VolunteersWeek

Spread the Word: Graphics
You can download these graphics, and others here. You can download the Volunteers' Week
logo here.

