Serving our communities through

Social Action

Traditional afternoon
tea for charity guests
There’s little doubt of the positive impact social
action has on young people’s lives. It develops
them as individuals, gives them greater resilience,
inspires them and helps build a bridge into their
local communities. This is something our College
has become increasingly passionate about since
we began our social action programme.
East Kent College delivers social action during our two
Community Weeks each year. These weeks enable our
students to take part in an activity which enhances their
communities, and the lives of those around them.

Professional Cookery students hosted an afternoon tea
in the Mission cafe on Folkestone campus. All of the food
was prepared and served by catering students across a
range of levels, overseen by College staff. The students
invited guests from the charity Headway, East Kent Brain
Injury Support, along with the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress
of Folkestone, to sample their teatime treats.
The students gained invaluable experience of preparing
high quality food, and of working front of house to serve
the 20 or so special guests, many of whom were living
with brain injuries.
Programme Areas involved: Catering Folkestone.

They also give the students a chance to do something
meaningful that uses the specialist technical, vocational
skills they are developing as part of their course. Ensuring
our students are growing their skills in the community
builds a bridge, and legacy, in the communities we serve,
while allowing them inspirational experiences.
Our College is committed to continuing our programme
of social action to ensure we are working to benefit the
communities we serve for many years into the future.

Graham Razey
Principal

Representative from Headway said:
“Our clients and staff thoroughly enjoyed the afternoon tea which was beautifully presented by
East Kent College students. The students were attentive and polite and were happy to discuss
the variety of sandwiches and cakes on offer. Tea and coffee was served and refilled; as were our
plates! There was more than enough food and variety for everyone. The afternoon was a huge
success we would like to thank the students and staff for a wonderful experience. We would not
hesitate to recommend you for quality and service. Well done all involved.”

Mark Clement, Programme Director, Catering, said:
“The East Kent College Community Days are a wonderful celebration of the skills, commitment
and contribution of our learners, helping them to understand how important it is for them to be
a part of the community in which we all serve, work and live. On this occasion, guests from the
Headway charity were treated to a traditional afternoon tea in the Mission Café at our Folkestone
Campus, and the Level 2 Professional Cookery students provided and served our guests with
delicious sweets and savouries; this meant a lot to our clients from Headway and provided a
welcome treat for over 20 guests including the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress of Folkestone.”

Mahdy Alqaaid, Catering Level 2, said:
“It’s a great experience to be working in the Mission with real guests. I want to
get a job in a restaurant when I finish college.“

Students fix bikes
and donate tools
Bikes and tools were collected and given to the TWAM
(Tools with a Mission) charity working with the Broadstairs
Rotary Club. BMX bikes were fixed by automotive students
and given to the GAP Project in Queens Road, Broadstairs
to raise money for the homeless.
Students were able to put into practice skills used on their
course to fix the bikes for sale in the charity shops.
Programmes involved: Automotive

Broadstairs ‘Lookout’
The ‘Lookout’ is an iconic building on the seafront in
Broadstairs. A Grade II Listed building, it urgently required
significant restoration, with many historic items on the
building suffering from serious damage.
Construction students from East Kent College’s Broadstairs
Campus partnered with the Broadstairs Harbour and
Seafront Group to help restore the building to its former
glory. Students took on a number of tasks to help bring the
building back into good repair. The main task for students
was restoring the external ornamentation of the building,
with ‘The Scotsman’ figure, ‘Hercules’ and the ‘Lifeboat
boards’ requiring extensive restoration.
Programmes involved: Painting and Decorating,
Site Carpentry

John Nicholls, who led the project for the Harbour and Seafront Group, said:
Gill Corker, The GAP Project, said:
“Students taking the time to repair bikes for our charity is the epitome of what the GAP project is
about – community. We can’t thank them enough.”

Alan Earp, Deputy Head, Automotive and Engineering, said:
“We spent an enjoyable day repairing bikes and cleaning tools donated by staff and students.
Students were very engaged in what we were trying to achieve and eager to help support the
Rotary Club and GAP Project locally. The Automotive team were impressed with their enthusiasm.”

“The work which has been done by College students is absolutely amazing. This building is one
of Broadstairs’ key landmarks, and something which every tourist who visits the town sees. It’s a
reflection of the whole area, and it is incredible that the students have played such a large part in
restoring it.”

Level 3 Carpentry student Alex Price, said:
“It’s great to work on projects like this as it’s something a little bit different. It can be a bit daunting
working on objects like these, just because they are so historic, but it’s good as we get to
practice real tradecraft and sharpen our skills up. It’s amazing to be doing something for the local
community, and it gives me a real sense of pride to think I’m helping to make a difference.”

Jack Marshall, Level 3 Automotive, said:
“I have always enjoyed fixing up BMXs and used to do it when I was younger. It helps
me remember what we learn on the course and it’s great to do it for a local charity.”

Level 2 Painting and Decorating student Valeria Dombrovska, said:
“Working on this project has given me the chance to improve my skills and practice
techniques I wouldn’t ordinarily get the opportunity to. It’s also made me look at
the work I’m doing differently, and I’m now considering a potential career in antique
restoration when I complete my studies. These are all amazingly historic items, and it’s
wonderful to think that we are playing a part in continuing that heritage.”

Renovating Age UK
Dover
Plumbing and electrical installation students from our Dover
campus, joined together to work on a project to renovate an
Age Concern day centre in the town.
The Riverside Centre, which backs on to the campus,
contacted the College to see if Building Services’ students
would be able to help with a repair project.
Students were enlisted to help clear gutters, repair flat roofs
and assist with preventing further flood damage to the
building.

Fire Pit for Scouts
Bricklaying students from East Kent College’s Broadstairs campus built two fantastic fire
pits for a local scout group. The 1st Birchington Air Scouts wanted to learn how to build
fires from scratch and enjoy the experience of cooking outside.
The College volunteered to help them and it
was a real team effort with apprentices helping
to clear and mark the areas and NVQ students
getting to grips with the brick work. The students
used a variety of skilled techniques during the
project, including circular work which is mostly
used whilst working on heritage buildings.
Programme areas involved: Level 2 Bricklaying

Students put their skills to good use, while developing their
teamworking and communication skills, in addition to the
health and safety requirements of working on a roof.
The project is set to continue this year with students
repairing gates, laying a shingle path and providing electrical
safety inspections.
Programmes involved: Plumbing and Electrical Installation

Bob Kingsman, Group Scout Leader, said:

Karen Tranter, Project Manager, said:
“The students were all very polite and came along to clear the rubbish from our flat roof. The
group worked incredibly hard and are a credit to the College.”

Tim Wilson, Programme Director for Building Services, said:
“It was a brilliant opportunity to get involved with a community project. As the Riverside Centre
are our neighbours the project helped develop students’ skills and also showed the local
community how polite, responsible and conscientious our students are.”

Harvey Norman, Level 2 Plumbing, said:
“The project gave us all the chance to gain some work experience and we all learned a
lot. It was a great team building experience and I’m really proud of what we achieved.”

“It’s been really well received and has gone down well with the scouts and their parents. We are very
happy with what they have done and it’s much appreciated. It was good for the students too.”

Steve Turner, Programme Director of Construction and Building Services, said:
“The students worked really well working on a very useful project for the Scouts who were
grateful for their help. Working on the project enhanced the students’ learning experience.”

Ronan O’Grady, Level 2 student, said:
“I learned how to lay the cement which was part of my qualification and
It felt like a really good thing to do. The area was all covered in grass and
we made it look a lot better. It was great to be able to help out.”

Community Cookery
Catering staff and students at East Kent College’s
Folkestone Campus partnered with Shepway District
Council to deliver high-quality cookery classes for
members of the community.
A programme of cookery classes for members of the
community was organised, with the local Home-Start
group, as well as a range of other community groups.
They were all invited to visit the College, with the aim of
encouraging members of the public to eat more healthily,
rather than turning to convenience foods.

Fabricating new
equipment
Engineering and Welding students worked with Manston
Fire Defence and Training Centre to help fabricate new
equipment.
The students built fire trays and rocket launchers to be
used by the training department. The previous equipment
had become worn out so the training site asked the
College to assist on the project.

Group members were taught how to cook a range
of nutritious, easy to make meals from scratch in the
College’s professional kitchens, with staff and students
helping out. In order to ensure all those involved
remembered what they had learned, they were all given a
‘goodie’ bag containing a range of items with an ‘Eat Well
Guide,’ healthy eating recipes, porridge and smoothies.

The Manston Fire Training Centre is a hub for firefighting
training across Kent and provides a vital service both
locally and across the country.

Programmes involved: Professional Cookery

Programmes involved: Welding and Engineering

Campus Principal Paul Manning, said:
“Promoting healthy eating is really important. This programme looked to get members of the
community into the kitchen more to create fresh meals, and so far we’ve delivered a number
of different lessons to many different groups. As a College we’re passionate about working
to engage with the local community, and this kind of partnership project with the council is a
wonderful way for us to make a real difference.”

Community group member, Rachel Barnden, said:
“It has been a great course which has given me a real boost to get
into the kitchen a bit more, and stop relying on so many pre-prepared
meals from the supermarket. It’s a great initiative, which has been
really beneficial for myself and other members of our group.”

The skills students learned on their College course
enabled the students to work professionally and to a very
high standard.

Andy Bowman, Station Manager, said:
“We are delighted with the success of the project – it is saving the MOD a lot of money and is
giving young people the chance to gain valuable work experience.”
Nicky Joyce, Programme Area Manager for Engineering, said:
“Working on a project such as this has taught the students invaluable lessons. The students used
skills such as working to technical specifications and welding skills that are of a higher standard
than those needed at Level 1 and 2. The students have been so enthusiastic and have shown real
dedication to the project.”
Callum Jeffries, Level 2 Engineering, said:
“There was a group of us that worked on this project and it was a
great experience as we got to do something we hadn’t done before
– I really enjoyed it.”

Hair and Beauty, and
Health and Social Care
Hair and Beauty area staff and students raised a total of
£722.63 for domestic violence charity Oasis. The area put on
two ‘pamper days’ which invited members of the public to
receive treatments in return for donations to the local charity.
Oasis was chosen by staff and students from the programme
area due to the work it does to offer emergency, safe and
temporary accommodation. It was also a personal choice
for the area, which has had a number of past students who
have used its services. The charity works in the local area, and
to provide ongoing support for families who have suffered
domestic abuse across Kent.
Health and Social Care students also organised activities to
raise money for the charity. They undertook a sponsored walk,
and decorated boxes and gift bags, filling them with toiletries
and pamper items for the women and children who arrive at
the refuge.

Radnor Park Lodge
Radnor Park Lodge is a former gatehouse at the popular
Folkestone park. Following years of neglect, the building had
fallen into a state of disrepair. The College partnered with
Shepway District Council to help improve the lodge, after the
community began lobbying for it to be regenerated.
More than 10 students created new windows and doors,
while others helped to paint and decorate the building, and
also helped on other interior work.
Now that the building has been brought back to life as a tea
room, 9 supported learning students are gaining rewarding
and valuable work experience in their local community each
week. Two catering students also develop their skills working
in the tea room each week.
Programmes involved: Painting and Decorating, Bricklaying,
Bench Joinery and Wood Machining, Supported Learning,
Professional Cookery, Catering

Programmes involved: Hair and Beauty, Health and Social Care

Local historian, Robert Mouland, said:

Jannine Kennard, Programme Area Manager for Hair and Beauty, said:
“It’s wonderful that we’ve been able to provide this help to Oasis. They offer an incredibly
important service, which is something we wholeheartedly support. In fact, two of our current
students have used Oasis in the past, so it’s wonderful we’ve been able to give something back.
The pamper days were fun for all involved, and it was great that our students got to use, and
showcase the skills they are learning to help raise this money.”

“One sends profound appreciation to all those involved in this endeavour, particularly the students
of East Kent College. What all of us have achieved in this joint venture is to save a part of the
town’s history the next generation will be able to benefit from.”
Leader of Shepway District Council, Cllr David Monk, said:
“Through our partnership with the college we are using the renovation of this unique building
for educational opportunities, while at the same time preserving and transforming this valuable
asset for use by the community. The partnership between Shepway District Council and East Kent
College has delivered a great place for the community.”

Dee Murphy, Community Fundraiser at Oasis, said:
“I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to the staff and students at East
Kent College for all their hard work, as well as the members of the public
who went along to support the pamper days. The amount raised is just
fantastic and will allow us to support more people through the trauma of
domestic abuse. We were also really touched by the level of thought which
went into the messages and packages put together by the Health and Social
Care students. It’s great to have this type of support. Thank you.”

Bench Joinery Diploma Level 2 student, Caleb Saywell, said:
“It was such a great project to work on. Apart from getting loads
of good experience working onsite alongside professionals, we
were able to develop a range of important skills like working to a
deadline, while also doing something which is really benefitting the
community. It’s great to walk past it, now that it’s finished, and be
able to tell my friends and family that I helped do that work.”

Sensory Garden Fix-Up

Remembrance Sunday

Early Years students spent Community Day at the
Nursery on our Broadstairs campus, where they
helped to transform the sensory garden into an
exciting outdoor space for the preschool aged
children who attend. The students spent the
weeks leading up to Community Day in creating
resources including picture cards and bug hotels.
On the day, the students worked hard to paint
exterior walls with numbers and the alphabet, in
addition to installing the interactive resources that
they had created, and general maintenance to
improve the area.

Knitted poppies are placed in a
variety of locations in Folkestone,
to commemorate Remembrance
Day. This year, Supported Learning
students helped ensure they were
perfectly clean and fresh ahead of
the important day. Students worked
to take each knitted poppy down,
before carefully washing and drying
them. The students then took
them back out into the community
and replaced them ready for
Remembrance Sunday. The students
also created their own poppies to be
displayed in remembrance.

Programme Areas involved: Early Years

Michael Simpson, Nursery Manager said:
“It’s been great to have the students here today, lending a hand with our garden areas. We are
always trying to update our facilities for the children and what the students have done is brilliant.”

India Bathurst, Lecturer, Early Years, said:

“Today has been a real success and the students have worked ever so hard despite the freezing
weather. We wanted the students to use their skills in a creative way and they have achieved that
on this project. The students have also had a chance to look around the Nursery, which helps
prepare them for their work placements later in the year.”

Early Years student, said:
“It’s been really good, we’ve all worked together and it’s great to give
something back and to see where we will be doing placement later in the year.
It’s been great seeing how excited all the children are about what is going on.”

Di Burns, from community knitting group Purl Queens, said:
“Thank you to the East Kent College staff and students. They were superstars and it only took
2 hours to remove them. Helping with this project coincided with their community and history
curriculum so we were very happy to have them involved. Big smiles all round.”

Jackie Clancy, Programme Director for Supported Learning, said:
“The students have all worked really hard and have said they’re really
enjoying being involved in the project. They’ve also created a display
in their classroom, which documents their community activity.”

Inspiring Murals

Winter Car Checks

Art and Design students were commissioned by Millmead Childrens’ Centre to
create a magical mural for the centre’s newly built, After School and Holiday Club.

Students studying Automotive Engineering at our Dover
Campus carried out a programme of free winter car
checks for members of the local community.

After a chat with the children, it was decided that the new room needed some
colour and the community-based project reached out to East Kent College.
Students worked with children from the start to gather ideas for a mural that was
fun and engaging for children and visitors.
The mural incorporates the children’s ideas of superheroes and a fairy tale castle.
The children also helped with design, layout and colours used.

The students carried out free vehicle inspections which
focussed on a five-point checklist with the mnemonic
POWER, which covers Petrol/diesel, Oil, Water, Electrics
and Rubber, and the participants were taught how to
check their vehicles themselves. Where necessary,
participants were advised to seek further help from motor
trade professionals.
The inspections identified four tyres which broke
minimum safety standards, and three vehicles whose rear
lights were not working.
A raffle was held, with the prize of a free vehicle service,
where students carried out the labour free of charge,
with the winner providing any necessary vehicle parts. All
proceeds were donated to charity. In addition, College
staff were able to receive a car check, in return for a small
donation to charity.
Programmes involved: Motor Vehicle

Sarah Shelam, After School and Holiday Club Room Leader, said:
“The project went really well, the students from the College involved the children in all aspects,
from coming up with ideas to choosing the colours used. The final mural is fantastic and gives the
room a great focal point.”

Christine Jeffryes, Programme Director for Art and Design, said:
“When the SureStart Centre approached us we jumped at the chance to be involved. The
students loved getting to work with the children to develop ideas and gained a lot of satisfaction
from producing the piece.”

Emma Colyer, Level 3 Art and Design, said:
“It was great getting to be involved in a community project. We learnt a lot
about planning a project, time management and managing clients needs.”

One of the volunteers from the Community Transport Scheme which benefitted said:
“Although we are happy to do our bit, it was really nice to have someone do
something for us too.”

Stuart Cumming, Programme Area Manager for Motor Vehicle in Dover, said:
“The checks were offered to pensioners and younger parents, with the aim of
improving their awareness of road safety and basic vehicle maintenance and
improving their confidence in the motor trade. Our students gained valuble
experience in dealing face to face with different members of the public.”

Students create satellite
for European Space
Education Resource
Office (ESERO)

Students build plastic
recycling machine

Computing and Engineering students previously entered
the CanSat project to launch a soda-can-size satellite into
the atmosphere. The students had to design and make
not only the vessel for launching, but also some means of
collecting data on the satellites journey and descent.

The machines will help to tackle the environmental damage
being done by plastic being thrown away, instead turning the
waste into something valuable. The full project will take place
over the next two years, with the machines being installed in
a shipping container on Folkestone’s Harbour Arm.

The project was part of a competition run by the European
Space Education Resource Office (ESERO) to test students
on everything from physics to engineering, computing and
communication skills.

Programme Areas involved: Engineering.

Engineering students worked with local company Fanplastic
to help develop public plastic recycling facilities for the
Folkestone Harbour Arm. The students got involved with the
project after the College was approached by Fanplastic and
asked to help build four fully functioning plastic recycling
machines.

Programme Areas involved: Computing, Engineering.

Astrid Goldsmith – Founder of Fanplastic, said:
“The College have been so supportive of Fanplastic, and it’s been really exciting to watch the
engineering students build the shredder over the last few months.”
James Snyder – Computing Programme Director, said:
“The project has been an amazing opportunity for students to work with an institution such as
ESERO. Part of the challenge was learning to work collaboratively and find solutions to problems
through research and testing.”

Nik Wilson – Engineering Lecturer, said:

“It’s been really exciting programming the sensors and making
communication between the CanSat and the base station possible
once the satellite is launched. The whole experience has been
great for helping me develop my skills further.”

Nik Wilson – Engineering Lecturer, said:

“The project will be a great asset to the community and also helps students understand how
engineering can positively impact the environment.”

Vincent Turner – Level 2 Engineering, said:
“It’s great to know I’ll be part of something that
benefits local people and help the environment.”

Pamper Day for
Emmaus Dover

Age UK Folkestone –
Day Centre

Hair and Beauty students from our Dover and Folkestone
campuses have chosen to support a national homeless charity,
Emmaus, as part of their Community Day efforts.

Health and Social Care students from our Folkestone campus
spent a morning at the Age UK Folkestone day centre in
Cheriton, putting into practice the caring skills that they had
learned in the classroom.

Emmaus is more than a standard homeless charity; the group,
which has 26 communities across the UK, provides those in need
with a place to stay and the opportunity to undertake paid work in
their social enterprise projects. Across south east Kent, Emmaus
have three charity shops, with the facilities in Dover to repair and
restore furniture.
Students have previously visited the Dover shop to assist with
cleaning in the charity shop and communal kitchen for residents,
as well as having a tour of the warehouse and restoration facilities.
During the May Community Day, students decided to host a
pamper evening for the staff and residents from Emmaus Dover.
The students offered three complimentary treatments of a haircut,
arm massage and manicure to each client.

Students across all levels worked with a number of older
people to help them to make origami gift boxes, filled with
heart-shaped chocolates, to commemorate Valentine’s Day.
Our students regularly spend time on voluntary work
placements, at centres including this one, and build up
meaningful relationships with the day centre users. The older
people look forward to the time that the students spend with
them, and the students learn a lot from them in return.
Programme Areas Involved: Health and Social Care

Programme Areas involved: Hair and Beauty.

Betty Harden, Day Centre user, said:

Neil Vass, Emmaus warehouse worker, said:
“Today has been fun and relaxing, I have really enjoyed the treatments that students have had to offer,
the staff and students were very friendly and accommodating. I would definitely come back.”

Hannah Louise Hudd, Beauty Lecturer, said:
“The students have been professional and empathetic towards the clients of the fantastic charity
Emmaus. We look forward to continuing to work with the charity and welcome all.”

“We love having the students around, I like
company and getting out and having fun.
I like to learn new things and have a game
with them. It keeps my brain active!”

Joy Feddon, Day Centre user, said:
“It’s so nice that the students are
bothering, they’re nice kids. It’s
good to talk to them and making
the crafts was fun.”

Angie Hall, Lecturer in Health and Social Care, said:
“Working at the day care centre with the older people improves the students’ attitude to
voluntary work. It’s such a worthwhile cause and they really get something out of giving back
to the local community. Doing something unselfish is a valuable lesson for our students to
learn and it builds their confidence. They learn a lot by working hands on with the older people,
outside of the classroom.”

Joe Donnelly, Health and Social Care Level 3, said:
Emma Clarke, Level 2 Beauty student, said:
“Today has been really enjoyable, I think that it is very important to
give back to the community. I feel that by making someone look
their best, you may make someone feel better about themselves.”

“The old people like to have the younger generations around. It
stimulates them to talk about their lives and what they used to
do, some have had very interesting lives. They are enjoying the
activities and craftsmanship.”

Kingsnorth Gardens
dry stone walling

Restoring cast iron
benches in Shepway

Shepway District Council invited students from East Kent
College’s Folkestone campus to work with them on the
ongoing restoration of Kingsnorth Gardens in the town. A
range of construction students from Bricklaying and Multiskills, from Progression Level to Level 2, worked together,
along with members of staff, to rebuild and maintain the
dry stone walls and paving in the public park.

Shepway District Council invited students from our
Folkestone campus to take part in an ongoing project to
restore a number of historical Victorian cast iron benches
from around the Folkestone area.

Not only were students putting their classroom and
workshop-learned skills to use for the benefit of the wider
community, but they were also learning valuable new
skills, and developing their teamworking skills alongside
each other.
Programme Areas involved: Bricklaying and Multi-trades.

This project will ensure that genuine Victorian street
furniture will remain in the town to be enjoyed by the
community for years to come, and will help to preserve
Folkestone’s seaside heritage.
The benches were dismantled and brought to the college
to be worked on due to the lengthy process involved. The
project has given painting and decorating students across
all levels, the opportunity to practice and develop their
restoration skills on a range of unusual materials. In addition,
the students can take pride in the part that they have had to
play in improving their local environment and community.
Programme Areas involved: Painting and Decorating,
Folkestone.

Jana Getliffe, Horticultural Manager, said:
“Shepway District Council and East Kent College have been working together in a successful
partnership for several years now. Kingsnorth Gardens is an ideal spot for students to put their theory
into practice. They can compare internal and external working environments and be proud of leaving a
good day’s work behind for everyone to see and enjoy.”

David Rowe, Lecturer, Wood and Paint, said:
“Community days give our students a chance to show what they have learned on the course and to put
their skills to use in the real world. In this case, they have helped to rebuild a section of random stone
wall, leaving a lasting legacy for their community.”

Bruce Kerney, Lecturer in Wood and Paint, said:
“Shepway District council asked us to restore four Victorian cast iron benches from around
Folkestone. This involves completely stripping them back and refurbishing them. The students are
working on ferrous metal, learning about paint systems for metal and how to prep and varnish
hardwoods. They can be proud of their results when the project is finished.”

Armani, Painting and Decorating Level 2, said:
Mitchell Dyer, Level 2 Brick, said:
“We’re teaching the progression
students, and setting a good
example. I haven’t done this before,
it’s good to learn new skills.”

Jamie Muir, Level 1 Brick, said:
“Repairing the walls will be good for
locals and people who use the park. It’s
good to get out of the classroom and
do something different.”

“I’m really enjoying this project, it’s completely different from
what we normally do an we’re learning new skills. It’s worth
doing – the benches will look amazing when we’ve finished!”

Pamper Day for
The Rainbow Centre

Making Story Sacks for
local nurseries

Folkestone Beauty students organised and hosted
a pamper day in aid of The Rainbow Centre, a local
charity that provides support for children with cerebral
palsy, as well as for adults living with the effects of
stroke, Multiple Sclerosis, Parkinson’s, adult cerebral
palsy and head injury. Students invited staff and
current clients from The Rainbow Centre to come to
the College’s beauty salon for the pamper day, with
all donations received for beauty treatments being
donated to the charity.

Folkestone Early Years students spent their Community
Day in planning and making story sacks based on popular
children’s books including ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’.
Students across all levels worked together and with staff,
to plan the contents of their story sacks, and to handmake
puppets and other props to help the story tellers to
bring their tales to life for preschool aged children. Once
completed, the story sacks will be used by students when
they visit local Childrens’ Centres and nurseries for their
work placements.

Programme Areas involved: Beauty.

Programme Areas involved: Early Years.

Sharon Lucas, Nursery Manager, Umbrella Nursery said:

Jon Wilson, Chief Executive Officer of The Rainbow Centre, said:
“It is incredible that the students have chosen to do this for the Centre. As a local charity we rely on
donations and this money will really help us. It’s great to see the students using their skills to raise
money for local people.”

“Spending time in the setting gives students the chance to really find out what working in a nursery is all
about. It’s great to have the students around, they make their own activities and really get involved with
the children and staff.”
Kim Olsen, Early Years Lecturer, said:

“Making the story sacks challenged the students to think of new ways to work with children, and what
would be the best ways of engaging them in the story telling and helping them to learn.”

Hannah Louise Hudd, Programme Director Beauty, said:
“Community Day provides students with the opportunity to interact directly with their local community,
and to develop and demonstrate the skills that they have learnt at college in a realistic working
environment. Students not only gain a sense of achievement through the planning and delivery of
the events, and of putting their skills into practice, but also a sense of pride in being involved in a
worthwhile cause and contributing to their community and wider society.”

Iesha, Beauty Therapy Level 3, said:
“We wanted to do something that supported local people and
holding a pamper day meant that we got to focus on the things
we’re good at and enjoy. I really like the makeup element of my
course so I’ve been doing makeovers today, it’s been really good.”

Helen Brook, Programme Manager, Early Years, said:

“Story sacks can be very expensive to buy, so our students are really contributing to the local children’s
centres and nurseries by making their own resources that they can use when they are working with the
children. Story sacks are a great way of bringing a story to life and to help the children to really learn
from and enjoy the story.”

Danielle, Level 1 Early Years, said:

“It’s good to be working on teams
on this project, and thinking about
real children and what will help
them to develop their intellectual
skills in the nurseries.”

Sean, Level 2 Early Years, said:
“We’re making story sacks to teach the
Easter story to children. It’s an enjoyable
activity and it will be great to have the
resources to take to the nurseries where
we do our work experience.”
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